The contributions of pioneering members of the accounting profession have been responsible for the maturation of the accounting discipline and profession.
Abstract
The contributions of pioneering members of the accounting profession have been responsible for the maturation of the accounting discipline and profession. Parker (1977) has identified the importance of studying and assessing the influence of individuals on the development of accounting thought and practice.
The purpose of this article is to acknowledge the pioneering contribution of Les Schumer to the advancement of cost accounting in Australia and its promotion within industry, his role in the development of the motor transport industry and finally as an historian.
Schumer crusaded vigorously for adoption of cost accounting procedures and practices within Australian industry. he was an influential figure through his writings, particularly his Cost Accounting text and his prominent position in the motor transport industry provided him with the opportunity to advance costing practice within that industry.
Schumer's expertise was recognised through his appointment to various government bodies and committees while in later life he became an active writer in accounting, local and business history.
As the profession enters a new millennium, we need to acknowledge and record the contribution Les Schumer made to the discipline and wider profession.
Prologue
In 1986, on the occasion of his 90 th birthday, Les Schumer received birthday wishes from the Victorian Divisional Council of the Australian Society of Accountants. The card was inscribed "you have earned and retained the admiration and respect of your colleagues for your significant contribution to the profession both in the academic and pragmatic fields" (Southam 1986 ).
Some 47 years earlier on his resignation from the the Victorian Council of the Commonwealth Institute of Accountants, the State President, Wallace Ross in a letter to
Schumer wrote "interest in the study of accounting for management purposes has greatly increased of recent years.
The publication of your thesis on Cost Accounting brought the subject prominently under the notice of Australian Accountants and the sixteen lectures of Cost Accounting you delivered at the Institute post-graduate studies, drew further attention to the subject" (Wallace Ross 1939) .
On the occasion of his sixty-third year of membership of the Australian Society of Accountants and its predecessor bodies, including the Commonwealth Institute of Accountants,
Introduction
As we enter a new millennium we should acknowledge the contribution of those men and women who have in the past contributed to the development of the accounting profession in Australia. Indeed, it is recognised that the history of any discipline, not just accounting, reflects the contributions of past academic and practicing members.
The importance of studying and assessing the influence of individuals on the development of accounting thought and practice has been recognised by Parker ( 1977) who observed that:
Accounting historians should concentrate on accountants as well as accounting: partly because accounting thought and practice are clearly not independent of who thought and who practiced; partly because accounting history is part of social history and not just the history of a technique (Parker, 1977, p.6) .
In recent years the contribution of various persons to the development of the accounting discipline and profession has received attention in the United Kingdom Parker (1978) , (1983) , Kitchen and Parker (1984) , and in the United States Chen and Pan (1980) , Givens (1980) , Previts and Merino (1998) .
More neglected is the recognition of the contribution of Australian accountants to the advancement of the discipline and the profession. Only in the last two decades have we seen accounting biographies emerge with attention given to Sir Edwin Nixon(Nixon 1976), Sir Alexander Fitzgerald and his brother Garrett Fitzgerald (Goldberg 1988 ), Goldberg et.al. (1994 , while the contribution of others to the accounting profession has been recognised (Falkus 1993 ), Linn (1996 .
The purpose of this article is to acknowledge the pioneering contribution of Les Schumer to the advancement of cost accounting in Australia, and its promotion within industry, his role in the development of the motor transport industry and his contribution to accounting and other history.
Leslie Arthur Schumer was born in 1896 in Adelaide, the capital of South Australia which had been founded some sixty years earlier. Pike (1957) The early 1890s were characterised by bank collapses which plunged the country into financial crisis. In the year of Schumer's birth, South Australia re-entered a period of depression from which it did not recover for some years, unlike its eastern neighbour states (Pike 1958) .
At the time of Schumer's birth the accounting profession was also in its infancy. While accountants had practised within the colonies for some years, it was not until 1885 that the first professional association, the Adelaide Society of Accountants was formed. (Parker 1961 Ltd was delisted from the Stock Exchange.
Accounting Thought
The mid-1920s saw the emergence of Schumer as a crusader for the development of the cost accounting profession and for the upgrading of costing systems within business. Schumer was elected in 1926 to the council of the Australasian Institute of Cost Accountants formed in 1920 and was responsible for the reorganisation of that professional body and its active role in the promotion of costing methods within the profession and industry (Anderson 1996 ).
An outstanding attribute possessed by Schumer was the ability to combine theory and practice within his work environment. Not content to introduce costing systems where they had previously not existed, he also showed a willingness and desire to share his knowledge and enhance the adoption of proper costing systems by other firms.
Initially his cost accounting writings were linked to his professional experience dealing with costing in the knitting trade, later integration of manufacturing accounts in a financial accounting system and accounting classification (Schumer 1922; 1926; 1927) .
In this era, Schumer was prominent as one of a number of The thesis competition a ttracted twenty-three entries, and first place was awarded to Cost Accounting submitted by "Horae Subsecivae". This non-de-plume which is Latin for leisure hours was used by Schumer and was the name used for his first There is in it evidence of considerable research and of independent thought and judgement" (CIA 1934 p. 188) .
Fitzgerald in the preface to the thesis when it was first published also praised the work stating: Dohr and Inghram (1924) and Ryall (1925) , Schumer expressed his view to this author that these and other texts of the era, were not a significant influence on his work.
The thesis was subsequently published in book form and while the author acknowledges in the preface that the book was primarily written for accountants it does deal with elementary accounting to provide a foundation and structure for the later parts of the text. 
Schumer -The Man
This article has documented the pioneering contribution of Les Schumer to the accountancy profession, cost accounting practice, the transport industry, the wider business and government environment and as an accounting and community historian.
In physical terms Schumer was a bout six feet in height, well- Schumer died in 1988 at the age of 92 years. At his funeral, the eulogy delivered described him as a person whose capacity for service was seemingly unlimited. But he was also a great person as he never lost touch with ordinary people which is a true sign of greatness.
Conclusion
This article has dealt with the life of Les Schumer and his contribution to the accountancy profession and in particular cost accounting, the transport industry, as an adviser and consultant to various business and government bodies and an accounting and community historian. 
